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We were serenaded to
sleep last night by a bovine
lullaby from our little cow
herd. 

We shipped our calves to
the auction market and our
cows are hanging around 
the yard for a bit until they’re
weaned. We kept a few heifer
calves for replacements, and 
they’re on the other side of
the yard. 

It can be quiet for a little
bit then one of those calves
will bawl, which coaxes a
chorus of bellering from the
mama cows on the north
side of our house. If the
silence gets to be too much, 
the coyotes will pick up the
refrain, which causes our
Huntaway dog to respond. 
All in all, not a quiet time at 
Durward Land & Cattle.

It’s a sign of the seasons
and another placeholder
in our production cycle. 
I’ve been up and down the
backroads hauling cows and 
calves home from pasture
and those same calves to
market. 

Then there are yearlings
coming off grass and going
to feedlots as well as some
calves purchased in video
sales late this summer. 

We’re in the thick of the
fall run, and it’s a busy time
in the cow business.

I’ve seen cattle in all con-
ditions due to the widely
variable grazing season. 

There are a few thin cows, 
and there are some pretty fat
cows and calves coming off
better range. 

All in all, the calf crop this
year looks pretty good, and 
the better managed herds
look exceptional. Prices are
strong, and there appears to
be optimism in the feeder
side.

However, there’s some
concern about the cost of
feed for the winter. Hay
prices are also reflecting var-
ied conditions, and hay is in
short supply in drier areas. 

There’s plenty of hay in
places that got rain, but the
freight to get it here is pro-
hibitive. There will be some
deeper culling as some oper-
ators trim herds to match the
feed pile. I’ve been by some

places where cows are being
fed already. 

As good as calf prices are, 
that margin will be eaten up 
if cattle are eating hay for two
or three extra months.

Recent wildfires have
burned up a bunch of win-
ter range and some stored 
hay too. Not to mention the
livestock that have perished 
in those same fires. 

It’s hard to be optimistic
when forces seem to com-
bine to challenge the hardi-
est of cowboys. 

Deepest sympathies to
those folks who have lost
homes, land, facilities, live-
stock, and especially for the
Hargraves, who lost a loved 
one who was fighting a fire
in Saskatchewan. There have
been other people injured 
seriously in those fires, and I
hope they will be alright. 

It has been devastating for
the ranching community in
some areas. 

East central Alberta is still
struggling with the hangover
of the bovine TB issue, and
many of those operations
are still in recovery mode. 
They’ve missed more than
one production cycle and 
are struggling to survive with
what they received from
the disaster relief programs. 
Some will recover, and some

will be out of the cattle busi-
ness.

It’s easy to be mired in
all of that bad news; I’ve
reflected more than once
how we can easily become
depressed if we’re beaten
down by adversity. It’s easy
to lose sight of the bless-
ings we have when they’re 
obscured by all of the fog
that seems to descend on
our daily lives. 

Not enough that there
are natural forces we have
to contend with, there are
also social and political chal-
lenges that weigh on us as
we go about the business of
growing food.

But we go about it. We
grow good food on good 
land with a strength of char-
acter that seems foreign to
many these days. We pull up 
our boots and get on with it. 
We hope our bankers under-
stand and help us continue
through harder times. 

And if we’re lucky enough
to have a quiet moment
between the bellering cows
and the howling coyotes, 
we should reflect on those
blessings and convince our-
selves to be grateful for them. 
Go about it neighbours —
I’m glad to be part of the cat-
tle business. 

Good luck at the sale.

Auld Lang Syne

Comment
Harvest time in the cattle business
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Kids enjoyed a hayride around town a couple of weeks ago. It
was a United Church Sunday School party.With Dick Hall was
at the reins of his trusty team and parents along for the ride,
there was a trip around town and back to the church for hot
dogs, juice, hot chocolate and squares.

October 25, 1989
Albertans and Canadians are increasingly becoming
more aware of the importance of diet and exercise to 
maintain a healthy mind and body. But sometimes it’s 
difficult to combine “good food” with the concerns 
about nutrition and health. That’s why the Alberta Heart 
and Stroke Foundation is introducing a new program
— “The Heart Smart Cooking Course” — to help people
learn to prepare meals that are exciting and delicious,
but lower in fat, salt and calories. Scientists have found 
that the typical Canadian diet, which is high in fat, salt 
and sugars, but low in fibre, may increase our chances 
for heart disease. Being overweight or having high 
amounts of cholesterol in the blood can also increase
the risk of heart disease.

October 24, 1990
Thursday, Oct. 18 was an evening of celebration for Vulcan 
BPO Elks, who marked their 65th anniversary of service 
to the community with a special ceremony and banquet. 
Emceed by Elks member Bob Gerding, the celebration 
was held at the Legion Hall. Over 130 people turned out 
to congratulate the Elks and honour them for providing 
service to several different groups and causes in the 
district. Gerding recalled the days when the Elks sponsored 
a ball tournament on July 1 and attracted 5,000 fans. The 
Elks concession booth was also so popular they remember 
finding $4,500 stuck behind a cash register drawer. While 
at one time the Elks had 130 members at each meeting, 
they now have fewer than 65 members in the lodge, which 
was chartered in 1925. Two life memberships were also 
presented at the 65th anniversary, one to Vernal Haga and 
the other to former Vulcan resident Bill Crossfield, now of 
Calgary. The awards were presented by Dennis Machecek, 
grand exalted ruler for the Vulcan Lodge. 

Highway to Tuktoyaktuk opens in time for annual Leonid meteor shower
It’s official — Canadians

can now drive all year round 
right to the Arctic Ocean via
the new Inuvik-Tuk highway
set to open Nov. 15. 

Tuktoyaktuk, the hamlet
at the new end of the all-
weather road, which boasts
a population of under 1,000, 
is expected to take off with
new oil and gas activities. 

Also, it is one of the new
best places in Canada
accessible by highway for
stargazing. 

With light pollution kill-
ing most skies in developed 
countries, Tuktoyaktuk is
a unique find. With infra-
structure expected to grow
with other developments, 
night sky fanatics may want 
to get in early on the action
before they have their own
light pollution issues. 

The driving distance is
just under 4,000 kilometres
from Vulcan, so it’s like driv-
ing to Quebec City on much

rougher, less travelled thor-
oughfares, but undoubtedly
it would be the trip of a life-
time!

Sky watch
You’ll get that extra hour

of sleep on Nov. 2, when
Daylight’s Savings Time
ends at 2 a.m. that day.

Northern Taurids meteor
shower peaks on Nov. 11 
after dark. Seven meteors
per hour are predicted, but
the waning crescent moon
marginally disturbs this
shower in the wee morning

hours of Nov. 12.
T h e  L e o n i d  m e t e o r

shower peaks Nov. 17 for
the weekend after nightfall. 
There’s no moon, so you will
be able to see the meteor
shower by looking towards
the constellation of Leo. 
This meteor shower should 
produce meteors at the rate
of 10-15 per hour.

On Nov. 28, look south-
west before 6:30 p.m. to see
Saturn and Mercury with
the naked eye.

Public events
Mark down Nov. 25 from

8-11 p.m. on your calendar
for the monthly open house
at Calgary’s Rothney Obser-
vatory near Priddis. 

There will be an array of
scopes operated by Univer-
sity of Calgary astronomers
and members of the Cal-
gary chapter of the Royal
Astronomical Society of
Canada (RASC). 

There will be an indoor
presentation, and attendees
will have the opportunity to
look through the telescopes. 
Astronomers will be on
hand to answer questions. 

That night, check out the
vain and boastful queen
of the northern sky, Cas-
siopeia, under a sliver of a 
moon. 

There’s an entrance fee of
$30 per car. 

For further information, 
contact Jennifer Howse at
jhowse@phas.ucalgary.ca
or 403- 931-2366. Visit the
website ucalgary.ca/rao for
more information.

Neel Roberts is a mem-
ber of the Calgary chapter
of the Royal Astronomi-
cal Society of Canada. 
He welcomes your ques-
tions and comments at
4 0 3 - 5 6 0 - 6 5 7 4  a n d  a t
Neel_Roberts@ptccanada.
com. 

Morgan Wilson
More Than I Know

Neel Roberts
The Sky’s the Limit


