World’s largest telescope being built

In June 2012 the Euno-
pﬂll:dlwmmd 513 bil
o a -
lion daollar deal 1o build the

European Extremely Large
Telescope [hitp://www.

The mega project, which
broke ground last year, is
expected (o take a whop-
ping 10 years to com-
plete. With an impressive
X-metre uﬂrmrlmdalmu
800 hexagonal segments,
each 1.4 metres wide, and
only 50 millimetres thick, it
has oither specificaions tha
beave observato-
ries envious. It ks the largest
optical and infra-red el-
escope ever built,

Scientists and engineers
from all over Europe are
involved full time with the
construction, with the new
uinmpe slated to open in

M the new telescope
is located at an altitude of
maore than 3,000 metres
abowve sea level with a rack
recond of chear shdes, astron-
omers will now be able 1o
studly in planets, as well as
dlistant galaxies millions of
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light-years swary and objects
like comets that come close
o ithe Earth, in great detail,
Remaote viewing via the
interniet will bring a deskdop
o smartphone experience
that people have never had
I history!

Sky waich

As you set your clock
ahead a1 2 am, on A
March 8, book south-south-
west before dawn as Sanerm
s easy o carch. Good bin-
oculars can scope the rings
ona clear day.

On Sunday, March 22,
ook southwest-west after
sunset as Venus will be thag
hright object next 1o the
mison whille Mars is half wany
down,

Spring officially starts Fri-
dary, March 20 at 445 pm.,

and Newfoundland will
catch the total solar eclipse
s thie sun rises at abonst 530
am. Eastern Thrreee,

Did you catch the Zodia-
cal Lights last month? It's
a faint, roughly triangular,
whitish glow seen in the
e vy e s o

wun

the ecliptic or zodiac. The
best time 1o see it is rom
Sunday, March 8 for two
wrks I the west after even-

ing rwilight.

Public events

Check out our monthly
SIATgAzing event courtesy
of the Royal Astronomical
Soclety of Canada (Cal-
gary) starting at 7:30 p.m.
an Fricay, March 13 A brief
indoar presentation on
“Spring in the Sky” is fol-
our resident 11-inch Cele-
stron telescope. All are
‘welcome to this free event.

you develop your knowl-
of o sky. For further
information, contact the

Trek Seation at AI3-4H5- 21
o wisit wwwovulcantourism.

com.
The Saturday Observ-
er's Might at the Telescope
Farm in Didsbury takes
place at All Star Telescope
Just outside of Didsbury
on March 21, from 7 p.m.
until midnight. This full-
tedescope dealer has
a heated showroom with
washrooms, and there ls no
charge to attend. 1 am plan-
ning to attend and you ans
welcomee to caravan with a
};mq:l am xssembling. We
eave Vulcan at abowt 3:30
p.m., weather permib
‘W stop for a Chinese buf-
fer before heading to the
celestial farm for the even-
Ing, and we stop at Tim Har-
tans on the way back. For
more information, contact
Ken From at B66-310-8844
or visit www.all- startele-
scope.comy pages) observer-
nights.

your questions and com-
rreeruts ol $03-560-6574 and

Newd_Robertsipicoariads.



