
Auld Lang Syne

Comment

Minus 23  again this 
morning. 

M y  l i t t l e  m o r n i n g 
routine is a 20-minute 
stroll around the place 
checking if the livestock 
waterers are still open. 

T h a n k f u l l y  t h e y ’ v e 
been running OK. 

I ’ v e  g o t  a  l i t t l e 
p r o c e d u r e  w i t h  a 
propane space heater 
and a handheld heat gun 
that can usually have one 
thawed out in about 20 
minutes. 

I t  i n v o l v e s  a  b i t  o f 
laying on the cold ground 
a n d  s o m e  c o l o u r f u l 
language, but so far I’ve 
been successful. 

A n y o n e  w h o  s a y s 
w i n d  c h i l l  d o e s n ’ t  
affect inanimate objects 
h a s n ’ t  h a d  t o  w re s t l e 
with a frozen, exposed 
drinker. 

I’m a little concerned 
what  m ig ht  hap p e n  i f 
w e ’ r e  n o  l o n g e r  a b l e 
t o  b u y  i n c a n d e s c e n t 
light bulbs due to their 
“ e x c e s s i v e ”  e n e r g y 
consumption. 

I have a 40-watt bulb 
plugged in under all of 
our waterers to keep the 
chill off the plumbing. 

I  can tel l  r ight  away 
when that bulb burns out 
— that will be the drinker 
that needs thawing. 

T h e r e  a r e  h e a t i n g 
elements available that 
do the same thing, but 
they’re quite a bit more 
expensive and use about 

2 0 0  o r  m o r e  w a t t s  o f 
power to operate.

Electricity is one of our 
most expensive inputs, 
pa r t i cula r ly  whe n  i t ’s 
cold out. 

We  u s e d  t o  g e t  o u r 
power bill quarterly, and 
it was always a bit of a 
shock during the winter. 

Now that  bil l  comes 
m o n t h l y ,  a n d  i t ’s  a s 
much per month as it was 
per quarter not so many 
years ago. 

R i g h t  n o w ,  w e ’ r e 
getting our electricity for 
a fairly reasonable rate 
bu t  t h e  t ra n s m i ss i o n , 
d e l i v e r y  a n d 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  c o s t s 
are nearly 2.5 times the 
power costs. 

There’s much political 
bantering going on about 
how those costs came to 
be so high. 

T h e  c u r r e n t 
g o v e r n m e n t  i s 
blaming excessive grid 
development by previous 
administrations and poor 
regulatory mechanisms 
since power producers 

b e c a m e  d e r e g u l a t e d 
u n d e r  t h e  K l e i n 
administration. 

W e ’ r e  p a y i n g  f o r 
t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n 
infrastructure built under 
t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t 
Alberta would experience 
increasing demand due 
to exploding population 
and economic growth. 

W h i l e  i t  c o u l d  b e 
argued that  a  rel iable 
p o w e r  g r i d  w a s 
necessary, the end result 
is a bit of overkill given 
the current state of the 
Alberta economy. 

So, we pay.
Now, our government 

is threatening to bring 
back some regulation to 
power production. 

T h e y ’ r e  p u s h i n g 
f o r  a  c a p  o n  p o w e r 
rates  (which is  nearly 
double what I’m paying 
r i g h t  n o w )  u n d e r  t h e 
assumption that there 
will be a significant spike 
o n c e  c o a l  p l a n t s  a r e 
phased out  and green 
generation is built. 

T h e r e ’ s  a l s o  a n 
assumption that some 
big investors are going to 
consider Alberta’s power 
m a r k e t  a s  a t t r a c t i v e 
b e cau s e  t h e re  w i l l  b e 
stability. 

We’ll move away from 
the pool  system we’re 
in  now and towards  a 
capacity market which 
will guarantee producers 
will get paid to generate 
— even if they can’t sell 

their power. 
T h a t  s h o u l d  k e e p 

e v e r y o n e ’s  l i g h t s  o n , 
right? 

Maybe so, but this is 
more than I know: That 
6.8 cent per kilowatt hour 
cap won’t stay there for  
long. 

Particularly i f  heavy 
subsidies go to make the 
green generation target 
of  30  p ercent  by  2030 
happen. 

A n d ,  t h e r e ’ s  s t i l l 
s o m e  m o re  e l e c t r i c a l 
infrastructure projects 
on hold that are waiting 
for a turnaround in the 
economy. 

Watch those delivery 
charges go up some more 
yet. 

J u s t  a s k  O n t a r i o 
r e s i d e n t s  w h a t 
government intervention 
has done to their power 
costs. 

Our government says 
we’re not going there. 

We surely are,  we’re 
following the same path, 
just not stepping in the 
same footprints. 

I’ve noticed a definite 
change in the cl imate 
since we started talking 
about reducing our CO2 
output and paying our 
carbon levy. 

It’s still -20 C. 
Maybe we could have 

waited until August when 
it’s 32 C to phase in the 
Climate Leadership Plan 
— I don’t need to thaw 
drinkers then.

Morgan Wilson
More Than I Know

Plugged in and paying

Jan. 12, 1994 Vulcan Advocate file photo
Harvey the Hound was greeted by an enthusiastic crowd last 
Sunday when he attended the Thunderbirds hockey game 
at the Vulcan District Arena. The Calgary Flames mascot 
toured through the stands waving to the fans. The Vulcan 
Thunderbirds hosted the Claresholm Thunder that day.

January 12, 1977
Ladies’ Night Out, the popular supper and social evening for 
gals only, which was a project of the now-defunct Kinette 
Club, is being carried on by the Vulcan Curling Club, and 
tickets go on sale this Friday. The affair is set for Saturday, 
Feb. 5 at 6:30 p.m. at the Vulcan Civic Centre and draw 
mistress will be Mrs. Marg Crosby of High River. Proceeds 
from this venture will go towards a new curling rink. At the 
curling rink another full schedule is under way with men’s 
bonspiel and ladies palyoffs adding to the regular curling. 
A Vulcan ladies’ rink is at Okotoks this week competing in 
the ladies’ district playdowns. On the rink are skip Mary 
Haga, third Shirley Wolfe, second Pat Crosby and lead Shirley 
Goldhawk. The ladies won their two games Monday. 

January 10, 1990
The Vulcan Patriots took home top honours and went 
undefeated in their own hockey tournament held last 
weekend, Jan. 5-7. The Patriots started the tournament by 
defeating the Sorensen’s Pickups 10-9 in overtime Friday 
night. The team then had an easy time beating Lethbridge 
11-2 Saturday afternoon to advance to the finals against 
the Queenstown Cleaners Sunday at 2 p.m. In a very evenly 
matched game, the Cleaners held a 5-3 lead with five 
minutes left in the third period and two Patriots sitting in 
the penalty box. Rick Howe scored a goal for the Patriots to 
tie the score with just 41 seconds left in regular play. The 
teams went into sudden death overtime, with the winning 
goal coming on a power play from Patriot defenceman 
Scott Howe.

First monthly stargazing event of year on Friday
Sky watch

O n  T h u r s d a y ,  J a n . 
12 after sunset you can 
spot Mars and Venus set 
after the Sun until they 
set at 9 p.m. Neptune is 
near Venus if you have a 
powerful enough scope. 

Ju s t  a f t e r  1  a . m.  o n 
Thursday, Jan. 19, you 
c a n  c a t c h  a  q u a r t e r 
m o o n  b r i n g i n g  u p 
Jupiter and the star Spica 
i n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t- e a s t 
until dawn.

L o o k  s o u t h w e s t  o n 
Tuesday, Jan. 31, from 
sundown, as the waxing 
crescent  moon br ings 

Venus and Mars down at 
10 p.m. 

Public events
Check out the Calgary 

c h a p t e r  o f  t h e  R o y a l 
Astronomical Society of 

Canada’s first stargazing 
event  for  2017,  which 
takes place this Friday, 
starting at 7:30 p.m. 

A  b r i e f  i n d o o r 
p r e s e n t a t i o n  w i l l  b e 
followed by stargazing 
o u t s i d e  —  w e a t h e r 
permitting — through 
a  t e l e s c o p e  a n d 
binoculars. 

All are welcome to this 
free event. Refreshments 
are provided. 

Experts are on hand 
t h e  s e c o n d  F r i d a y  o f 
each month to explain 
t h e  h e a v e n s ,  t e a c h 
telescoping skil ls  and 

h e l p  p e o p l e  d e v e l o p 
their knowledge of our 
sky. 

For more information, 
contact the Trek Station 
a t  4 0 3 - 4 8 5 - 2 9 9 4  o r 
visit the website www.
vulcantourism.com.

N e e l  R o b e r t s  i s  a 
member of the Calgary 
c h a p t e r  o f  t h e  R o y a l 
A s t r o n o m i c a l  S o c i e t y 
o f  Cana da (R AS C ).He 
welcomes your questions 
and comments at  403-
5 6 0 - 6 5 7 4  a n d  N e e l _
R o b e r t s @ p t c  c a n a d a .
com. 

Neel Roberts
The Sky’s the Limit


