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Rumours swirled for
decades that what the
public knew and what
was being developed in
secret was at least half 
a century apart. This is
now coming to light as
leaked documents from
Douglas Aircraft of Santa
Monica, California (now
Boeing) project MTM-622
tell the truth (http://
www.rense.com/
general96/deepspace
exmp4.html).

Internet radio host Jeff
Rense (www.rense.com)
interviewed expert/former Douglas
employee William Mills Tompkins 
Nov. 30, 2016 (https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=6CMYRRWg6eA) about
never-disclosed information relating 
to UFOs and “advanced propulsion
technology” only thought to be science
fiction. 

With vertical turn maneuvers, under-
water capabilities and more, it is
beyond our comprehension. 

Headed by Douglas’s VP of the project
Elmer P. Wheaton March 1, 1955, it’s
“ultra-secret level” classification is
considered to be “black ops” with “elite
only access.” Tracing inception to the
silent film days of 1910-20s headed by
Dr. Hermann Oberth, it was believed
satellites may have already been in
orbit for a while. 

Whether it was flying saucers, cigar-

shaped ships or falcon-
like planes, it’s ionic
propulsion technologies
was one of the best 
post-Second World War
enigmas. 

For years, conspiracy
theorists were jeered that
UFOs were in fact “anti-
propulsion” technology
and not aliens from outer
space. One of Donald
Trump’s “contracts with
the American voter” was
to bring unprecedented
accountability to the
American

taxpayer and releasing
publicly-funded projects
documents. 

With Wikileaks as 2016’s
hottest news source, I have
no doubt 2017 will be a
very eye-opening year for
this and much more.

Sky watch for the next
month:   

• Mars and Venus set
after Sun —  On Thursday,
Jan. 12 after sunset you
can spot these until they
set at 9 p.m. Neptune is
near Venus if you have a
powerful enough scope. 

• Quarter Moon brings
up Jupiter and Spica —
Just after 1 a.m.
Thursday, Jan. 19 you can

catch them rising in the SEE until
dawn.

• Venus, Mars and Moon cluster —
Look SW Tuesday, Jan. 31 from
sundown at the waxing crescent Moon
brings these planets down at 10 p.m.

• Quadrantid Meteor Shower — Peaks
Wednesday, Jan. 4 after midnight going
on about a week. Best viewing the
Bootes constellation (NEE) with quarter
Moon light blockage.

Public Events for the next month:
Monthly Public Stargazing at the Trek

Center. Check out our first stargazing
event for 2017 which also happens to
be on Friday Jan. 13 courtesy of the

RASC (Calgary) starting 
at 7:30 p.m. Brief indoor
presentation followed 
by stargazing with the 
11-inch telescope and
binocular outside 
(weather permitting). 
All welcome, no charge and
refreshments provided.
Experts on hand the
second Friday monthly at
7:30 p.m. to explain the
heavens, teach scoping
skills and help you develop
your knowledge of our sky.
For further information,
contact the Trek Center 
at 403-485-2994 and the
website www.vulcan
tourism.com will be
updated regularly.

Happy new year and the

best for 2017 and beyond.
Neel Roberts is a member of the Calgary

chapter of the Royal Astronomical Society
of Canada (RASC)-the nation’s leading
astronomy club founded in 1849 with
more than 5,000 members and 29 centres
across Canada. Neel welcomes your
questions and comments at 403-560-6574
or email:  Neel_Roberts@ptccanada.com.
The members meet the second Friday
monthly at the Trek Center in Vulcan once
a month and you can check them out at:
http://calgary.rasc.ca/vulcan2017.htm.

Secret space program documents becoming public
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Photo by Neel Roberts
Visitors from all over the province
bring their own telescopes for the
Friday evening meetings so a lot of
viewing equipment is available
whether you’re a beginner or PhD.

A close-up of the
Moon was taken with
a smartphone
detailing craters and
more.

EDITOR:
Wildrose MLA Dave Schneider asks 

the Alberta government to “tell us what
this government is doing to ensure
companies in agri-food and agribusiness
can operate successfully in Alberta and
compete with other jurisdictions.”

One year ago, this government took 
a huge step “to ensure companies in
agri-food and agribusiness can operate
successfully in Alberta and compete with
other jurisdictions” by enacting Bill 6 
the Enhanced Protection for Farm and
Ranch Workers Act, bringing Alberta’s
agriculture industry from the very 
back of the pack in regards to labour
standards to the forefront.

Alberta is already a leader in farm
animal care legislation, food safety
standards and now environmental
regulations and labour standards. 
These are the four essential elements 
of sustainable sourcing that our
customers are demanding.

The Wildrose continues to be confused
about the need for Bill 6. 

This government has been able to
understand the available data including

the previous governments report
prepared for Alberta Agriculture and
Forestry March 2015 Sustainability
Indicators, Tools and Reporting Systems
for Agri-Food Products, to determine the
necessity to reform Alberta’s archaic
labour legislation. 

This will bring Alberta’s agribusiness
in line with stated requirements of our
major world-wide customers. 

As indicated in the above mentioned
report, international major buyers of
Alberta agri-products have put in place
timeframes for meeting their standards
going forward.

I do agree with MLA Schneider that
there is risk with the NDP’s ideological
policies. 

There is indeed inherent risk in being
leaders rather than followers, but I
believe Albertans would prefer be out
front rather than laggards following
along behind. I am looking forward to
the view as leaders and I say to our
Premier “lead on.”
ERIC MUSEKAMP,
FARMWORKERS UNION OF

ALBERTA, BOW ISLAND, ALTA.

Alberta becoming a leader
when it comes to farm safety

Letter to the Editor
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CONTRIBUTED

SOUTHWEST ALBERTA
There are countless individuals throughout

southwestern Alberta working hard every day to make
the communities great places to live. 

The Community Foundation was proud to support
this hard work by awarding more than $200,000 in
grants to 27 organizations at a celebration Dec. 8. From
playgrounds and pools to program development and
historical preservation, these grants make a difference
to the people who call the region home.

As part of the Community Foundation’s Vital Signs
work, a Vital Community Grant of $25,000 was
awarded to the Southern Alberta Ethnic Association
(SAEA) for the purchase of much-needed facility
equipment.

“Through our work with Vital Signs, we are able to
identify issues and areas of need in our community and
provide proactive support,” explains Charleen Davidson,
Community Foundation Executive Director. “A Vital
Community Grant was awarded to the SAEA because 
of the work it does to promote an inclusive community
where everyone has opportunities to feel they belong.”

Representing more than 32 ethno-cultural groups 
and independent members, the SAEA serves over 3,000
people who work together to showcase the many
benefits of multiculturalism and diversity. The SAEA
also works to support new Canadians through
programming, collaboration, and advocacy.

The SAEA moved into a new facility in May 2016,
however, there were not enough funds to acquire all of
the needed amenities. The SAEA’s application to the
Community Foundation was primarily for the purchase
of furniture and chairs so that that large events could
take place in the main meeting area of the new facility.
With the additional funds, other needs identified 
within the application can now be realized, such as 
an improved sound system and a stage for the
Multicultural Centre.

Communities receiving grants include: Barnwell,
Champion, Coalhurst, County of Lethbridge, Crowsnest
Pass, Lethbridge, Lomond, Magrath, Nobleford,
Raymond, Standoff, Taber, and Vulcan.

Special thanks to the Lethbridge Auto Dealer
Association (LADA) for assisting with the funding of
eight projects for a total of $12,500. These projects are

marked with a * below, with the amount funded by
LADA in brackets.

The next deadline for applications will be Friday,
March 31. Learn more at: www.cflsa.ca.

Fall 2016 Community Priorities Grants
• Barnwell School — $10,000 — Telescopic

Bleacher Seating;
• *Boys and Girls Club of Lethbridge and District —

$6,500 ($1,000) — Facility Upgrades;
• *Canadian Medical Foundation — $5,000 ($1,000)

— FNMI Curriculum Development;
• *Canadian Red Cross Society — $15,000 ($2,500)

— Health Equipment Loan Program;
• Champion Swimming Pool Society — $10,000 —

Hot Water Boiler for Pool;
• Coalhurst High School — $5,000 — Basketball

Frame Replacement;
• *Foothills Alcohol Action — Society — $8,000

($1,000) — Facility Upgrades;
• Gilbert Paterson Middle School — $10,000 —

Outdoor Basketball Hoops;
• *Junior Achievement of Southern Alberta —

$5,000 ($1,500) — Trades and Artist Pilot Programs;
• Lomond Community School — $10,000 —

Carpentry Program Equipment;
• Magrath Elementary School — $5,000 — Band

Instruments;
• Magrath History and Museum Association —

$5,000 — Agriculture Heritage Building;
• Municipality of Crowsnest Pass — $11,000 —

Crowsnest Pass Pool Waterslide;
• Nicholas Sheran Community School — $4,000 —

Tubano Drums;
• *Opokaaa’sin Early Intervention Society —

$10,000 ($1,000) — Playground Upgrade;
• Southern Alberta Ethnic Association — $25,000 —

Facility Equipment;
• St. Francis Junior High School — $5,000 —

Community Fitness Equipment;
• St. Mary’s School (Taber) — $2,000 — Baritone

Saxophone;
• *St. Michael’s Foundation — $15,000 ($2,500) —

School Lunch Program Van;
• *Southern Alberta Self-Help Association —

$10,000 ($2,500) — Van Purchase;
• Town of Granum Public Library — $3,000 —

Switch Upgrade for Supernet Box;
• Town of Magrath — $5,000 — Disc Golf Course;
• Town of Raymond Public Library — $2,500 —

Computer Desk Upgrade;
• Town of Vulcan Youth Centre — $5,000 — Facility

Upgrades;
• Village of Nobleford — $5,000 — Legacy Lane

Historical Plates;
• Vulcan County Early Childhood Development

Coalition — $5,000 — Indoor Playground Project;
• Wilson Middle School — $10,000 — Community

Fitness Centre Equipment;
• *Woods Homes — $3,400 ($1,000) — Security

Camera System Upgrade.

Community Foundation awards 27 grants across southwest Alberta 

Alber ta

BY DAVE MABELL

SOUTHERN ALBERTA NEWSPAPERS

ALBERTA
Collecting a carbon tax is the right step for Alberta’s

government, a Lethbridge audience was assured 
Dec. 1, but it would be more effective if this province
followed British Columbia’s lead, said economist 
Jack Mintz.

Instead of introducing a complex system of
allowances and rebates, he said, the New Democrats
could stimulate the economy by using the new
revenue to reduce other taxes. Meanwhile, Canadians
everywhere need to consider the impacts if president-
elect Trump follows through on some of his tax-cut
promises.

Mintz, a “fellow” of the School of Public Policy at 
the University of Calgary, is also a board member 
of Imperial Oil Ltd. He told participants at the weekly
Southern Alberta Council on Public Affairs luncheon
that he began floating proposals for a carbon-related
tax about a decade ago.

“I do think that carbon taxation is a good policy,” 
he said.

Along with carbon sequestration and upcoming
technological advances, it can help Canadians reduce
their impact on processes leading to global warming.
While our nation produces less than two per cent of
the world’s emissions, he said, Canadians generate

far more than their share on a per-capita basis.
“Alberta has it half right,” Mintz said. “B.C. has very

much the right approach.”
Their government introduced a carbon tax several

years ago, he noted, but it’s surrounded by fewer
regulations and exemptions. It’s collected at the
consumer level, Mintz said — encouraging citizens 
to decide how they could reduce their carbon-use
footprint.

“It’s relatively well-designed.”
Albertans are just now learning how a carbon tax

will affect them, he noted.
“It’s a difficult issue,” and Mintz predicted carbon-

reduction policies will continue to evolve.
Providing enough time to consult those who will 

be most affected could result in a more productive
approach, he suggested. That’s what Premier Rachel
Notley did when she asked for a review of the royalties
collected from oil and gas companies, Mintz said.

“They got very good people involved, and they
brought in a very good system,” better than before.
“You have to get the right people around the table.”

What’s best, he said, is finding the least expensive
way to reduce Canada’s impact on the environment.
With the U.S. about to head in the opposite direction
— if Trump has his way — that’s likely to become
more difficult for all provinces.

To remain competitive, Mintz said, some provinces
may be forced to “harmonize” their carbon use

policies with states to their south.
“We need to protect our environment for

investment,” he maintained, as well as our natural
environment for generations to come.

If Canadian governments move too fast, Mintz
warned, they risk public backlash which could delay
a measured approach to environmental issues.

Carbon tax is the right step, SACPA told

Southern Alberta Newspapers photo by Ian Martens
Economist Jack Mintz speaks on carbon
emissions reduction policies during the weekly
meeting of the Southern Alberta Council on
Public Affairs.
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Photo by Norm Baum
SUPER MOON: Norm Baum of Carmangay captures a prairie classic of a Super Moon over the town
water tower while the cattle graze on native grass. Individuals can try to capture their own photos
of the night sky at the monthly stargazing sessions at the Trek Centre in Vulcan. Hosted by the
RASC Calgary chapter, the next one takes place Friday, Jan. 13 at 7:30 p.m. There will be a brief
indoor presentation followed by stargazing with the 11-inch telescope and binocular outside
(weather permitting). All are welcome and the event is no charge. Refreshments are provided. The
sessions take place the second Friday monthly at 7:30 p.m. For further information, contact the
Trek Center at 403-485-2994. The website www.vulcantourism.com will be updated regularly.


